
An Order for Compline 

[A SUNG RENDITION] 

The Officiant continues with “O God, make speed to save us,” or with the following 
Confession of  Sin. 

Officiant 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father: 
We have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of  your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
forgive us all our offenses; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of  life, 
to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 



Officiant 
May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of  all our sins, 
and the grace and comfort of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

One or more of  the following Psalms is sung. Other suitable selections may be substituted. 
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One of  the following, or some other suitable passage of  Scripture, is sung 
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The following hymn may be sung. 
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Then follows 
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The Officiant then sings the following Collect, using this structure: 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy  
defend us from all perils and dangers of  this night; for the 
love of  your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The following prayer may be added: 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or 
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless  
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the  
joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be 
offered. 

The service concludes with the Song of  Simeon with this Antiphon, which 
is sung by all 
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DOCUMENT PRODUCED BY 
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Conforms to the Book of Common Prayer (1979)  
of The Episcopal Church. 

Musical notations and Anglican Chant pointings  
taken from The Hymnal 1982  Accompaniment Edition  
Volume I: Service Music (©1985 Church Pension Fund). 

Hymn #45 “To you before the close of day,”  taken from  
The Hymnal 1982 (© 1985 Church Pension Fund). 

This document may be reproduced by a congregation  
for its own noncommercial use.  Commercial or large-scale 
reproduction, or reproduction for sale, is prohibited. 
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